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A Propofal of fome farther Regulations, for the fpeedier and more effectual 
Extinguifbing of Fires, that may happen in this City, 


--- Vaga per veterem dilapfo flamma culinam 
Vulcano, fummum properabat lambere Teé?uim. Hbdr. 


T is a common Obfervation, that the Inhabitants of this City are remarkable for 
their Agility in extinguifhing Fires: And fince fo judicious a Poet as Virgil, 
hath compared the Induftry of the Tyrians, to the Labours of the Bee; I think 

the amazing Celerity, with which my Fellow- Citizens clufter together, at the Ringing 
of the Fixe-Bert, may fitly be refembled, to the Swarming of thofe curious Infeéts, 
at the Sound of the Inftrument ufed for that Purpofe. To purfue the Simile, there 
is not a Drone amongft them ; but the Rich and the Poor, are alike indefatigable in 
preferving their Neighbour’s Property, froin the devouring Flames. It is one univerfal 
Hurry, and inceflant Adtivity: Nay, they have often expofed themfelves to the Peril 
of their Lives, and performed l’cats almoft furpaffing Comprehenfion or Belief. They 
toil with unwearicd Diligence, and feem infenfible of the Danger which threatens 
them. In a Word, they ftand in the Midft of the Flames, as unconcerned as 
Salamanders, mocking at Fear, and ftriving to out-vie each other, in fuppreffing the 
general Calamity. A noble Emulation, and worthy the higheft Eulogium ! 


Nor ought the Companies, lately formed for the Prefervation of Goods at Fires; 
be paffed over, without that Share of Applaufe, which is due to fo laudable an 
Undertaking. An Undertaking, that deferves to be commemorated with Gratitude and 
Honour; as it exhibits a glaring Atteftation of their public Spirit, and exemplary 
Devotion to their Country. ‘They have been at a confiderable Expence, in furnifhing 
themfelyes with a proper Apparatus ; and given undeniable Proofs, of the extenfive 
Utility, of their refpective Societies. Animated by their Example, may others projeé 
Expedients, equally tending to the public Benefit; and reap for their Reward, an equal 
Share of public Gratitude ! 


For my own Part, as my future Speculations will; on the ore Hand, evince my 
Reluétance, at fparing the Rod, where Correction is neceflary ; fo they will, on the 
other, fhew my Readinefs, to beftow all due Honour, upon whatever deferves the 
Approbation of the Public. Would to Heaven, I never had an Opportunity but to 
praife, with an abfolute Privation of the leaft Neceflity, for the Exercife of my 
Chaftifements! From this difinterefted Impartiality, I cainot refrain from paying to 
Merit, its juft Tribute of Commendation and Renown. I fhall therefore, take. the 
Liberty, {till a Moment to detain the Reader, in order to exprefs my own, and my 
Countrymen’s grateful.Senfe of the Corporation’s Liberality; in making fuch ample 
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Provifion for the Extinguifhing of Fires, that we are in Want of but few Things 
réquifite to that End. As moft Inventions, however, arrive at Perfection, by gradual 
Improvements, there is, I conceive, a Poflibility of fuper-adding fundry Reewlations, 
for the fpeedier controuling the Rage, of that terrible Element. 

Ir hath more than once been obferved, that our Engines are incapable of throwing 
Water, to fuch a Height as is fometimes neceflary. Of this we had a dreadful Inftance, 
when the Steeple of Trinity Church took Fire. On that Occafion, we obferved, with 
univerfal Terror, that the Engines could fcarce deliver the Water, to the Top of the 
Roof. The Spire, however, was far beyond its Reach; and had not Providence 
fmiled upon the aftonifhiing Dexterity and Refolution of a few Men, who afcended 
the Steeple within, that fplendid and fuperb Edifice, had, in all Probability, been 
reduced to Athes. 


WE are, therefore, in Want of at leaft one Engine of the largeft Size, which 
throws Water about One Hundred and Seventy Feet high, difcharges two Hundred 
Gallons in a Minute, and cofts about Sixty Five Pounds Sterling. Such an Engine 
would have another Advantage, befides carrying the Water to fo great a Height. The 
prodigious Quantity it deliver’d, would be of unfpeakable Service at all Fires. 


ANoTHER Thingy in which our prefent Method of extinguifhing Fires, is capable 
of farther _Improvement,;is this: It is ufual for People, in Cafes of Fire, to form 
themfelves into two Lines, the One to convey the full Buckets to the Engine, and the 
Other to return the empty Ones. Now it frequently happens, that when the Engine 
is full, Word is given, to ffop Water. This occafions a total Ceffation in the Conveyance 
of more Water to the Engine, as well as the greateft Confufion in the Ranks; the 
Confequence of which is, that the Engine is empty, before the Ranks regain their 
former Regularity, which creates a confiderable Intermiffion in its playing. The 


be they ever fo fmall, give the Fire Time to refume its Fury, and which, if often 
repeated, requires a much greater Quantity of Water for its total Suppreffion, than 
would be neceflary, was the Engine continued in one regular and uninterrupted Exercife. 
This Inconvenience might, I conceive, be eafily remedied, by fupplying cach Engine 
with a large Tub, of at leaft the Size of an Hogfhead ; which being made of Cedar, 
might be fufficiently ftrong, and at the fame Time light enough, to be portable by two 
Men: This Veflel ought to be placed near the Engine, and all the full Buckets to be 
emptied into it. From this capacious Tub, three or four Men might conftantly and 
equally keep the Engine replenifhed ; which would enable it to play an equable and 
uniform Stream. The happy Effects refulting from fuch an Expedient, would, I am 
perfuaded, be immediately vifible : And indeed, the Truth of the Propofition is evident, 
and conftantly exemplified in Life: For a Pail of Water, fprinkled by Degrees on a 
common Fire, will very little affect it : In reality, al! the Water may be wafted without 
extinguifhing it; which neverthelefs, thrown on it together, would be fufficient entirely 
to quench it. 


Acain, Fires often happen fo remote from Water, as to occafion 2 Want of People, 
and in Places where the Paflage is too narrow, to admit of a fufficient Number of 
double Lines, to fupply the Engines. In fuch Cafes, I would propofe, that People 
fhould form themfelves into three fingle Lines, inftead of two double Ones; the two 
exterior Ones for the full Buckets ; which, as they are emptied into the great Tub, 
fhould be laid atthe Feet of the firft Man of the inner Line, to be reconveyed to the 
Water. This Line would be fufficient, to return the empty Buckets of the other two. 
And by that Method, three Men might do the ufual Bufine’s of four, and in three 
Quarters of the Space of Ground. 
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Fuis Ckconomy is well worthy our Confideration ; nor can we, on thefe Occafions, 
be too well fupplied with Water. With refpect to the Tubs before-mentioned, I mutt 
take the Liberty, to entreat our Magiftrates, that we remain no longer without them. 
For could they be applied to no other Ufe, than what I have already pointed out, that 
alone would render them extremely ferviceable : But they will. alfo, be of fignal 
Advantage in other Refpects: They will, in a great Meafure, fecure the Engines 
again{t being ¢ ‘logged and choaked with the Sand and Pebbles fcoop’d into the Buckets 
at the River r Side: For the Buckets being emptied into them, the Sand and Pebbles will 
fink to the Bottom, and the Water only be thrown into the Engines. 


AnotHer Advantage that would arife from the Ufe of fuch Tubs, is, that no 
Movement or Change of Situation in the Engine, nor any other Accident that might 
impede its playing, need occafion any Interruption to the Ranks, in conveying Water , 
to which, they are at prefent greatly fubjeét, on every fuch Emergency: For there 
being no Refervoir to receive the Water, when the Engine is full, or changing Place, 
the Lines muft, during that Interval, either ceafe conveying it, or fet the full Buckets 
on the Ground, where they are generally overfet, and the Water lott. 


Ir is further to be remarked, that many Parts of the ‘City, too remote from the 
River, to be fupplied with Water from thence, are very deficient in public Wells. [I 
am fenfible, that when this has been mentioned, it hath often been efteemed a full 
Reply, that the People have Wells enough in their Yards. But the Inconveniences 
generally attending the bringing Water from thence, are fufficient Reafons, for making 
more public Wells in the Streets: For, without affigning any other, the Opportunity 
it affords for robbing the Houfes, thro’ which the Water is brought, is an Evil almott 
as bad as the Fire itfelf. 

To what hath already been propofed, the Reader will give me Leave to add, that 
fome of my Countrymen, whom Nature hath blefled with better Lungs, than 
Underftandings, are often, on thefe melancholy Occafions, very loud and vociferous, 
and others as fond of being Directors, and exercifing a kind of Superintendency over 
the Reft. Thro’ this Confufion and Vociferation, the Inftructions given by the proper 
Direétors, are often neglected, and generally incapable of being heard. It would 
therefore, be of great Ufe, if People would make it a Rule notto fpeak, but when it 
is abfolutely neceflary. In a Word, let them referve their Loquacity, till they Return 
to their Spoufes, when probably they will be relieved from the Pain, of fo long a 
Silence, by fundry pertinent and momentous Queries. 


App to all this, that it ought invariably to be obferved, a: great Fires, that all the 
large Engines play nearly om the fame Part of the Fire. The is Ribeiaten of this may 
not, perhaps, appear at firft Sight; but on the lea® VTonfideration, it will eafily be 
obferved, tnat the Heat of a great Fire, will drink up a fingle Stream of Water, without 
any perceptible Diminution ; and in like Manner, the feveral different Parts of it, will 
bear feveral different Streams of Water, without being fenfibly affected ; but let them 
all be directed to the fame Part of the Fire, and they will effectually extinguith it there; 
which done, the Streams may be directed to fome ‘other Part, till the Whole be 
fupprefled. The fmall Engines may, in the mean Time, be kept employed, in 
preventing the Communication of the Fire, to the neighbouring Buildings. 


THE preceeding Propofals are only intended as rude Suggeftions, fo far to engage 
the Attention of the Curious, as either to improve thefe imperfect Hints, or to fubftitute 
in their Room, more effectual Expedients, for the readier Extinguifhing of Fire: For I 
am not fo attached to my own Notions, as to prefer them, to what may appear more 
likely to anfwer the Purpofe; but fhould chearfully infert in this Paper, any more 
plaufible Project, with proper Refpect to the ingenious Correfpondent. 


X. 
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THO 12 peas Refolves contain a greater Encomium on the Author, than he thinks 
bimfelf intitled to, yet as they were drawn up by a venerable Club of Widow'd-Matrons, he 
thimks bimfelf obliged, in Complaifance to fuch refpectable OF eT to publifh fo precious 
a Memorial of Beir well-meant Gratitude: A Memorial which, to a Perfon of bis 
independent Principles, will be a fufficient Recompence for a Thoufand Obloquies of the 
comm |fion’d Malefadtor, or dignified Criminal, who calumniates him, only becauje he dreads 
to have bis Condu&, feratiniz’d and expos'd. 


To the INDEPENDENT ReFLecror. 
SIR, 
«¥ AST Monday Night, we, the Subfcribers met at the Room of the Widow M. K. 
: according to Summons refpectively received in the Morning, in order to join 
‘with her, ina Letter of Thanks to the Refiector, for publifhing her Letter concerning 
‘the Road and City-Watch, with fo much Honour. As foon as we were feated, the 
‘Company defired Ars. Threadneedle to read your Paper, with an audible Voice 
¢ (during all which Time there actually was, however incredible it may feem, a profound 
* Silence,) after which we came to the following Refolves. 
© Refalved, 
‘Tuer the Thanks of this Club, be prcfented to the Independent Refleélor, for 
‘ engaging fo heartily, in the Defence of poor Widows, and pointing out the Defects of 
¢a Law, which, in our feminine Opinion, hath neither Rhime nor Reafon, but opens 
‘a Door for enormous Roguery, and Oppref.on triumphant. 
© Refolved, 
‘ TuHar he be prefented with our humble Petition, to refume the fame Subject, by 
é the Firft of A/Zay next; unlefs in the mean Time, there appears convincing Evidence, 
¢ of the Contrition and Amendment, of our common Oppreilor. 
© Refolved, lk 
¢Tuar for the Future, fs. Threadneedle and M. K. be a Committee of the whole 
€ Club, to confider of Grievances, to be laid before the Reflector. 
© Refolved, 
©THar the faid Mrs. Threadnecdle, do prefent the Author of the Reflector, with a 
¢ Pair of fringed party-colour’d Mittens, at our joint Expence, as foon as he is difcovered, 
‘in Memorial of our Gratitude, for his pathetic Reprefentation of our Calamity. In 
¢ Witnefs whereof, wifhing him a Happy New-Year, we have hereunto fet our Hands, 








‘ the Firft Day of January, 1753. R os e- ae 
ice eadneedle. 
Z. Rebecca Nettletop. 


Biddy Loveleis, 
Martha Froft. 
Sarah Ridinghood. 
Deborah Wrinkle. 


yu E Author takes this Opportunity, for returning his Thanks, to the Reverend Gentleman, 
who did him fuch fignal Honour, lajt Sunday, as to make him the Subject of bis Sermon; 
and greatly admires his Ingenuity, in proving him ta le the Gog and Magog of the 
Apocalypfe, who have, hitherto, puzzled all the Divines in the World. Nor doth he difpair 
of the further Honour, to [apply this ardent Preacher, in the Courfe of bis Papers, with 
frefo Materials, to difpkay bis Talents, in unravelling Prophecies; in difewvering the 
Accomplifoment of many of the Old Teftament Types, in the Independent Reflector, and 
exerting his Zeal, againft all Seéts but bis own. 

The Author bas the bigheft Detcfation of that Perfidy to the young Lady, mentioned in the Letter 
Signed Philogamus, from Newark; and tho’ the Villain that abifed her, jufily deferves to be 
Jigmatized, yet fhe, and our Corre/pondent, muft excufe him from any Refieciions on a Subje that 
is not within the Defign of this Paper. 

The Letter fgned Amicus, relating to a Light-Houfe, foall not efcape my Attention. 
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NEW-YOR K: 
Printed by JAMES PARKER, at the New-Paintinc-Orrice, ix Beaver-Street, 
: by whom Letters to the Author are taken in, 








en te aay tt 





